[Morphometric study of ultrastructural modifications in the maternal hepatocyte during normal gestation in the Wistar rat].
Quantitative changes in hepatocyte ultrastructures during normal gestation were studied in Wistar rats with morphometric methods. On the 18th day of the gestation, variations in nuclearcytoplasmic ratio, size of R.E.R., mitochondria, lysosomes and microbodies were observed, with variations according to the localisation of hepatocyte inside the lobule. We report the most obvious effects as follows: An increase of R.E.R. in the central and perilobular zones. Mitochondria are larger and the rounded forms are more numerous inside the two lobular zones. The number of lysosomes and microbodies are only elevated in the perilobular cells. In conclusion, it is suggested that the hepatocyte organelles are significantly increased during gestation. This is probably due to the metabolic activation. These cellular modifications are only one aspect of the liver increase.